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ERICA at this moment possesses
a peculiarly interesting and uncommonplacetitled visitor in the
of Francis Seymour George Alexaneymour,Earl of Yarmouth.
Earl once gave grave offence to
Victoria by dancing in public as a

girl. He has done other things worfcomment, most of them oi a frlvnature.
t now he is Visiting Newport. He

s orought an air of real gayety Into the
mewhat heavy, auriferous atmosphere of
tat place.
The Earl, It Is shrewdly conjectured, is
re to get married. There is every reason

hy he should. He has much to offer an

merican heiress. He is twenty-eight years
d and fairly good looking. His wife will
» Countess of Yarmouth at once, and when
is father dies he will* become Marquis of
'wtford and his wife the Marchioness.

Ie belongs to one of the most ancient
lilies in England, the Seymours. His
her, moreover, possesses one of the most

^lendid mansions in that kingdom, Ragley
lall, in Warwickshire.
Unfortunately, the Marquis of Hertford is

lot possessed of a fortune adequate to
naintain his great title and estates. In"fact,
.0 impoverished is this nobleman that he
aas been obliged to close Ragley Hall and
live elsewhere. This should be c\f interest
to some American heiress. If she married
the Earl of Yaynouth she would doubtless
be privileged to reopen Ragley Hall at
once and reign as mistress of one of the
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The young Earl is staying with Mr. and

Mrs. Scott at Belmead, Newport. An opportunitywill be given, to him to display
his theatrical talents by appearing in an
entertainment for charity. Some American
society actors who are planning to act with
him are Mrs. William IC. Vanderjjilt, Jr.,
Mrs. J. Ellis Hoffman and Mr. Thomas F.
Cushing.
The Earl can act, sing and dance better

than many a professional. Undoubtedly he
would make a success as the star of a
burlesque company. At one time In Australiahe allowed his enthusiasm for the
stage to run away with his dignity.
He appeared at a public theatre in Sydneyin the guise of a ballet dancer. He

"made up" with golden curls that fell down
over his bare shoulders, with rouged cheeks
and earuiined lips, and skirts of gaui:e that,
although voluminous, were very biief. and,
'11 fact, appeared at the footlights in the
guise of an exceedingly attractive girl, figuringon the programme as "Mile. Iicse,
first ballerina of the San Carlos 'theatre at
Naples."
So great was the popular success a litwed

by the Earl that he allowed himself to be
induced to appear in slir'lar feminine roles
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HOW I, SARAH BE
HAMLE

MRAH BERNHARDT IN HER FAVC
HAMLET.

American
at other theatres In the various cities of
Australia and New Zealand, exciting, of
course, the ridicule of all the more wholesomeelement of the population, but attracting,nevertheless, huge crowds to the
various theatres.crowds prompted by the
curiosity of seeing a full-fledged earl, scion
of the illustrious and historic house of Seymour,in tights and doing "pas seuls" as a
ballet girl.
The Queen believed that Lord Yarmouth

had overstepped altogether the limits of
good taste and propriety, and, inasmuch as
both society and the public followed the
cue of their sovereign in the mutter, Lord
Hertford considered It prudent to instruct
Ids son to remain in the Antipodes, sheepranchingand gold-digging, until people had
had time to forget his effeminate escapade.
Lord Yarmouth only returned to England

a short time ago, and apent last Winter at
Nice. where he divided his time between
his crony, the Marquis of Anglesey, and the
American colony, his participation in severalamateur theatrical entertainments
while on the Riviera showing that he has
not lost his fondness for posturing in pub1'c.
Few Americans know how fine a house is

Ragley Hall, the seat of the Marquis of
Hertford. This is probably because it is
remarkable not so much for its antiquity
and historical associations as for the beauty
of the house and the priceless art treasures
it contains.
The charming gardens which lie round the

house are said to be unsurpassed in the

kingdom, successive owners having devoted
as much care and attention to the grounds
as to the interior of the mansion.
The house was built by Lord Conway, an

ancestor of the present possessor, early in
the last century, and though it is planned
on a splendid scale, it was much altered
and improved by a former Marquis of Hertford,under the direction of the well-known
architect, Wyatt. It was he also, a cousin
of the late Lord Hertford, who elaborately
restored the whole building at a cost of
$150,000, adding a:»;ong other useful improvementsnew kitchens and a new ceiling
to the splendid hall, which is one of the
glories of the place.
From whatever point the spectator ap

proaches Itaglcy Hall he cannot but be
struck with the splendid proportions of the
building. The architecture is Italian. When
the mansion was first designed every form
of Italian architecture had taken a strong
hold on the imagination of cultured Eng
lishmen. and there Is no finer specimen ol
what this enthusiasm produced than Itag
ley.
The building stands on high ground and

is four-fronted; thus from every side can bt
obtained exquisite views, that over the pfttk
from the south side being considered tbr
most beautiful. Perhaps for this reason il
is that the great state rooms are situated
on that side of the house. The prlniclpal
entrance is from the east, and leads Intc
the spacious hail, one of the finest speci
mens of its class, of which the proportions
g-M® <--®-*-®-$H®-+H®-»~®--»-®- -(;
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e exceptionally happy, not even the richly
rved celling dwarfing Its fine dimensions.
S'owadays, when there Is so marked a rerntoward tlje lavish magnificence of the
malssance, the ceiling of the great hall
Ragley deserves more than a passing

3rd of praise. Every detail of the carvghas been thought out and executed as

refully as if the work was to have been
rrled out In the finest Ivory and precious
etals, and it seems almost a pity that,
ring to its position. It cannot be cornredwith the exquisite carvings, consistgof the chimney-pieces, door heads ana

nels with which it is in keeping.
Following a comparatively recent custom.
>rd and Lady Hertford have turned the
;11 into a sitting room, and there, gathedabout the stately Italian marble ehimypiece, is some of the prettiest, and, It
ay be added, most comfortable furniture
the house. In the hall also Is some

teresting statuary, including busts of
>rd Hertford's Immediate forebears.
From a smaller hall adjoining the great
ill ascend two grand staircases of polledoak, lining which are to be found
any fine paintings; indeed, Lord Hertford
fortunate in the possession of a rearkablegallery, his collection including

ctures by Holbein, Rubens, Van Dyek,
?ly, Murillo and Reynolds, Sir Joshua begrepresented by the exquisite portrait, so

ten reproduced by engraving, of Mrs.
oblnson as Perdita and by the "Blue
ady*

Some of the finest eighteenth century
t<rt l+r. ! r\ *V>ft Iiaii ea o rn + r> Ka cOfin i n tho

ge salon looking into the drawing room,
apartment whi-ch is hung with crimson

)cade, which makes a perfect background
the various paintings, which are one of
J great features of the room: and here,
indeed in every room in Ragley, special
tention may be drawn to the ceiling,
llcli is- red and gold and in excellent
eping with the walls.
There are probably no other drawing
>ms in England where there is so much
rving and scroll work. One delightful
am, known by the name of the Blue
awing Room, has as a distinctive feature
wonderful looking glass, of which the
irble frame Is embellished with scroll
irk in blue and white enamelled iron, the
uis XV. furniture in the same apartment
ing covered with beautiful Beauvais
jestry.
The small dining room is In very much
e same style of decoration; the walls are

a blue-gray, with elaborate decorations
high relief, whi.e the chimney-piece is

carved oak.
tagley Hall contains a splendid collec
in of Dresden and Old Chelsea china.
ie gems of the collection are gathered
tether in what is called the China Room,
lich is a real museum.
Che library contains 30,000 volumes,
long them a large and valuable collec>nof French books by the fourth Maris.who lived in France.
Uthougli there are some; larger mansions
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in England, such as Blenheim Palace, and
many more historic ones, there is none
more beautifully decorated than Ragley
and containing a greater collection of art
treasures of many kinds. There is certainly
no house in America that can be compared
with it.
The reason why the present Marquis of

Hertford is so poor involves a complicated
and romantic story. The third Marquis was
the original cf Lord Steyne, the wicked noblemanof ThackernV's "Vanity Fair."
whose relations with Becky Sharp have excitedthe interest of the whole Englishspeakingworld.
At that time the .uarquisate or tiertrora

i\as one of tlie wealthiest in Great Britain.
During the Napoleonic wars the wife of
the wicked Marquis was held as a hostage
ic Paris, and when she was released she
was- the mother of a fine boy of ifhorn
"Lord Steyne" could not possibly bav#
been the father. He adopted the boy,
however, and he afterwards became the
veil known Sir Richard Wallace.
When the fourth Marquis died he left

all of the unentailed estates and bis money
to his half brother, Sir Richard Wallace.
The latter received about $30,000,000. He
lived most of his life in Paris, where he
gave enormous sums of money for philanthropicpurposes. He left Hertford House
in London with its art treasures as a

museum to the nation.
The fifth Marquis received only Ragley

Hall, some agricultural estates and no

money. His son, the present nobleman,

has been still further Impoverished by
the depression in the value of agricultural
pioperty in England. It would be impossibleto find a more perfect example of
"the splendid pauper."
The Marquis could become a comparativelyrich man by selling Ragley Hall,

but he is doubtless too proud tp do that.
He is a nobleman of good reputation,

and enjoys the friendship and esteem of
Queen Victoria. For a time he was Comptrollerof the Household, an Important
court office. It was, perhaps, on account
of her friendship for the Marquis that the
Queen took occasion to censure the frivolousperformances of his son, the Earl
of Yarmouth.
The Seymours, to whom the Marquis of

Hertford belongs, are one of the .most
ancient and interesting families In English
history. The Marquis is directly descendedfrom the oldest son of the Duke of
Somerset, who was Lord Protector of the|
Realm in the reign of the boy king, EdwardVI. This duke lost his head and
his title, but his descendants regained his
honors.
Our young visitor, the Earl of Yarmouth,has an ancestral past, and a past

of his own which rival one another in interest.V "
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PREFERS CIGARS
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,CABE ENJOYING HIS AFTEfWaNNOt
CIGAR.


